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F—ANVTHENNR FRETYBA
A Special Birthday

I have a brother 5 years younger than me. His name is Nobuhiro. After he graduated from
university, which is about 20 years ago, he went to Australia. His main purpose was to learn
English, but he couldn’t afford a language school. So, I recommended him to join an
internship program where he teaches the local students Japanese and Japanese culture,
staying with an Australian family and leaning Australian culture. It still cost something, but

it was kind of reasonable way to stay in Australia.

My mother was living alone while he was gone. One day, my mother called me and said,
“Nobuhiro seems to be in trouble. Today I got a phone call from someone who speaks English
but I didn’t know what he was talking about. What I barely heard was ‘Nobu’, ‘phone’, and
‘Part’. I think something bad happened to him and he must be in Paris now.” I said to my
mother, “It’s not likely to happen. Besides, if he said the city name of France, he should have
said ‘Paris’. Did he say S at the end of pari? But it was impossible for my mother to listen
correctly to the sound of S. So I told her to tell him my phone number next time he called her I

helped her practice saying my phone number in English.

A few days later, I got a call from that Australian guy, which meant my mother was
successful in telling him my phone number in English. “Good job, Mom,” I said to myself.
Anyway, here is what I heard from him. “Nobu’s birthday party is coming soon. We are going
to hold a surprise party for him. And we are thinking of giving him a surprise present. It’s a
phone call from his Mon. So please tell her to make a phone call to this number X X X on

November 20th, At 9 pm sharp of Australian local time.”

I told my mother what this man had been trying to tell her. My mother did exactly what he
asked her on November 20th, Needless to say, my brother was very surprised and shed happy
tears when he heard his mother’s voice on the codeless phone: we didn’t have cellar phone in
those days. My mother was also very happy to hear her son’s voice on her own birthday.
Actually, my mother and my brother have the same birthday!! Everything went perfectly well
in the end. So I didn’t consider much about what caused my mother misunderstanding. Why
did she think that Nobu was in Paris?

Now as an English teacher, I often teach my students important tips to listening to English.
Sound change is one of them. T and T sounds often change into R sound. Pudding sounds like
“purin”’, water sounds like “wara”, and the Beatles’ famous song “Let It Be” sounds like
“Leribi”. Now I know my mother heard it correctly. His pronunciation must have sounded
“pari’, not “party”. My mother is now in heaven and I can’t see her any more. But every time I

happen to hear this type of sound change, I remember my mother and that special birthday.
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